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for the provincial government, which has been tasked with overseeing the preservation of the Jewish cemetery in Blainville, Que. A PUB that was formerly a Catholic
church is slated to be used as the brand new home of the Quebec Jewish community. Stephen Guitard, president of the Federation of Jewish Communities of Quebec, says
the plan to turn the former Saint Joseph’s parish in Blainville into a Jewish centre is exciting, but he’s concerned that the community’s landmark burial ground will be lost.

“It’s the only burial ground in Quebec. So this is the biggest concern,” he says. Story continues below advertisement There are about 1,000 Jews living in the
predominantly francophone town about 20 minutes east of Montreal, Guitard says, most of them in the Blainville region. A statement of support was issued on behalf of

the provincial government, the FJCQ and the local Jewish community board on Wednesday. The announcement says the landmark cemetery “will be preserved and will be
eligible for heritage designation.” Guitard says the government is confident that the cemetery will be preserved. “It’s a big concern but I think that the government can

satisfy us,” he says. The community will continue to look for options that would keep the cemetery preserved, but some of those ideas would require the intervention of
the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Rural Development. The government has a protected property plan, Guitard says, which mandates that a special cemetery be set aside
in perpetuity if the community wants to continue to bury its dead. In that case, the cemetery is guaranteed to remain in the same spot and any activity that would change
that plan will have to be discussed with the government. Story continues below advertisement However, one option being considered is to have the cemetery moved to

another location in the community, Guitard says, adding that the location would have to be identified and approved by the
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